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Comenius University Bratislava stands as Slovakia's top institution and its largest university. During my
exchange period, most exchange students were from the Erasmus program, with a significant
representation from Spain, Portugal, and Italy. While there were fewer Asian students, including those
from Japan and China, students from Central Asian and Western Asian regions such as Turkey and
Uzbekistan outnumbered those from East Asia. Consequently, I had the opportunity to meet many foreign
students rarely encountered in Taiwan.

At Comenius University Bratislava, I enrolled in three courses, the most notable being "International
Relations" in the Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences and "Development of Entrepreneurship Skills"
in the Faculty of Management. Courses in the Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences required extensive
reading of academic literature. Each person's unique background shaped their perspectives and thoughts,
emphasizing the importance of embracing diverse viewpoints and expressing ideas in English. Despite the
heavier workload compared to courses in the management faculty, these courses significantly improved my
English proficiency.

Beyond the classroom, I had lots of time to travel during the semester. In Europe, it seemed that either I
was traveling or planning my next trip! Most of my travels were planned after arriving in Slovakia. From
September 2023 to February 2024, I visited over 20 countries. Planning these trips provided insights into
the significant differences between traveling in Europe and Taiwan, challenging many preconceived
notions about European cities. These diverse experiences enabled me to navigate each journey with ease
and fully appreciate every moment.

Many people asked why I chose Slovakia for my exchange, as many were unaware of the country's
existence, including local Slovakian students puzzled by a Taiwanese student's decision to come to
Slovakia instead of neighboring countries like the Czech Republic or Poland. Similarly, I was unfamiliar
with the country before selecting it for my exchange. However, interactions with other Erasmus students
during this period led to valuable reflections, highlighting the enriching experience of living in a country
completely unknown to me for six months. It was a fascinating journey of exploration. I feel fortunate to
have had the opportunity to travel to numerous cities, make friends from around the world, and gain
insights into different countries' histories and cultures.

Many people may fear stepping into a new environment, especially one like Slovakia, which is relatively
unknown in Taiwan. However, as the saying goes, "Traveling a thousand miles is better than reading a
thousand books."

In conclusion, I highly recommend seizing the opportunity to participate in exchange programs during
university. While English is not as widely spoken in Europe as in the United States, most students are
proficient in English and eager to communicate. Moreover, the experience offers a unique perspective on
the world and the opportunity to explore it firsthand.



