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1. Cultural Experience and Personal Growth

Furthermore, being located in Okinawa, a unique island region where history blends
Japanese and Ryukyuan traditions, the university allows me to immerse myself in a
side of Japanese culture that is completely different from the mainland. In addition to
elevating my academic language abilities, | am eager to gain a deeper, firsthand
understanding of Okinawa's distinct culture and history by actively engaging in real-
world interactions with the local community. Through balancing daily life in a new
environment, navigating cross-cultural communication, and learning to live
independently abroad, I look forward to cultivating a global perspective and a

stronger adaptability that will benefit my future endeavors.
2. Developing Confidence in Speaking Japanese

In Taiwan, my Japanese environment was limited to private tutoring since I was not a
Japanese major. After arriving here, Japanese became essential for daily survival—
from classroom practice to grocery shopping, dining out, and chatting with Japanese
roommates. This fully immersive environment has significantly boosted my speaking

skills and confidence.
3. Enhancing Listening Comprehension

Back home, my progress was heavily focused on reading; I could understand written
texts but struggled to express myself or process spoken words quickly. Constant
exposure to native Japanese speakers here has immensely sharpened my listening

comprehension, making my real-time communication much more natural.
4.  Gaining Deeper Insights into Okinawan Culture and History

When I visited Okinawa with my family seven years ago, I only viewed it as a scenic
resort island. However, taking specialized courses here has deepened my knowledge
of its heritage, such as the cultural significance of local pottery and the Sanshin.
Learning about the resilience of the Okinawan people during World War II has given

me a profound appreciation for the history of this land.



Living abroad on my own for five months was an invaluable experience. Fortunately,
the Taiwanese friends I met here were very friendly and supportive. Studying in
Taiwan versus abroad proved to be vastly different—shifting from solving problems
and communicating in my native language to adapting to the local communication
style in a foreign environment. This experience broadened my perspective, showing
me that my future career need not be limited to Taiwan and that stepping into a new

environment yields profound personal growth.

Upon returning to Taiwan, I plan to take the JLPT N3 at the end of 2026. If given the
opportunity, I hope to share my experiences and insights from the University of the
Ryukyus with fellow students at my home university, encouraging them to seize

opportunities to study here.

As a student at the Institute of Advanced Semiconductor Packaging and Testing,
College of Semiconductor and Advanced Technology Research, National Sun Yat-sen
University, I will return to our partner company to serve as a full-time engineer for
two years after graduation. Given Japan's global leadership in semiconductor
materials, precision packaging equipment, and critical components, the exchange
experience I gained at the University of the Ryukyus will serve as a vital cornerstone

for my future career in the industry.

Through classroom interactions and cross-cultural living, I learned to understand
diverse mindsets. In the semiconductor industry, cross-functional collaboration with
teams from varied backgrounds is essential. This journey taught me how to foster
teamwork, maintain harmony, respect differing viewpoints, and communicate
effectively. Furthermore, the resilience, time management, and problem-solving skills
developed while independently managing my life and studies abroad will directly

translate into core competencies in the semiconductor industry.



During my time here, I experienced the ice

hockey and tea ceremony clubs. Observing how

passionately Japanese students participate in these

club activities showed me that they are not just
having fun, but are also actively preserving

Japanese culture and the spirit of craftsmanship.

The figure above. This is a 60th-anniversary
timeline of the "Tsushima Maru Incident," a
Pacific War tragedy in Okinawa. Organized by
year, the text details wartime and postwar rescue
and memorial efforts, truth investigations and
rights advocacy, and the preservation of memory

through peace education.

Left image. This photo shows the attached stone
wall of the Tsuboya Pottery Kiln in Okinawa. The
monument details its history, types of pottery fired,
and architectural structure. Notably, while over ten
kilns existed in Tsuboya before World War 11, this

is the only one preserved intact today.




