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The University of Freiburg, founded in 1457, is one of the oldest universities in Germany and a renowned
research institution in Europe. It is particularly strong in the humanities, law, medicine, and environmental
sciences, with abundant academic resources and solid research capacity. Located on the edge of the Black Forest,

the city of Freiburg offers a beautiful natural environment and a high quality of life. The city is well-equipped



with daily necessities while still maintaining a peaceful atmosphere, making it an ideal place to focus on
academic work and broaden one’s international perspective.

During my exchange semester, I took three courses, all of which I would highly recommend. Two of
them—Business English Advanced and English for Today’s World—were taught by the same instructor on the
same day. These courses had been strongly recommended by previous exchange students. The professor, Lisa, is
American and has lived in Germany for over 30 years, with more than three decades of teaching experience. Her
classes were engaging and highly interactive, with a strong emphasis on improving speaking skills through
constant discussion and peer interaction. We only had three assignments and no final exam, which made the
courses both practical and manageable. Unfortunately, this was her last semester at the University of Freiburg, so
future students may not have the chance to take her classes.

My third course, Intercultural Competence for International Students, was specifically designed for
international students and will continue to be offered in future semesters. The instructor, Karen, was very kind
and supportive. The course met only once a month on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., which made it especially
suitable for exchange students. There was no written exam; instead, each student gave a short 5-10 minute
presentation introducing aspects of their own culture. The class focused on topics such as cultural conflict and
cultural integration, and it included many interactive speaking activities. It was also a great opportunity to meet
students from various countries and build international friendships. In the final session, we had a small cultural
party where everyone brought food or drinks representing their home country. To pass the course, we only
needed to submit a short PowerPoint presentation summarizing what we had learned. However, I strongly advise
future students to research courses in advance, as the university’s course registration system is quite complex.
Delayed registration may significantly limit available options.

In terms of daily life, Freiburg is generally very safe compared to larger cities, although caution is still
necessary. | heard of a case where a student’s laptop was stolen during a robbery. Nevertheless, overall public
safety is relatively good. If you do not shop frequently and mainly buy necessities from supermarkets, the city is
convenient and comfortable. One minor inconvenience is that the nearest airport is in Switzerland, requiring
around 40 euros and approximately four hours for a round trip. Despite its small size, Freiburg is well-equipped
with everything one needs.

I would also recommend attending the international student welcome party at the beginning of the semester.
It is an excellent opportunity to meet new people, enjoy affordable food and drinks, and quickly expand your
social circle. At the event, students can purchase the ESN card, which offers various benefits, including
discounted Ryanair tickets and free checked baggage opportunities, as well as discounts on many ESN-organized
activities. It is best to apply for the card on that day, as it may be more difficult to obtain later.

This exchange experience brought several concrete benefits. First, my English speaking skills improved
significantly, and I became more fluent and confident in daily conversations. Second, frequent travel across
Europe enhanced my ability to plan trips efficiently and independently. Third, living abroad presented more
challenges than studying in another city within Taiwan, which strengthened my independence and problem-
solving abilities.

During my time abroad, I encountered several difficulties. Once, I accidentally locked myself out of my
dorm room late at night because I forgot my key. Since the administration office would not reopen until the next
morning, | was fortunate that a kind German classmate allowed me to stay in his room for the night. After that
incident, I developed the habit of always placing my key on the door handle before leaving, ensuring I would not

forget it again. I was also nearly robbed at a fast-food restaurant in Prague. Although the thief attempted to



snatch my backpack, I managed to hold onto it and scare him away. This experience made me much more
cautious while traveling.

Cultural differences were another important aspect of my adjustment. For example, most shops in Germany
are closed on Sundays and public holidays, and many close early on Saturdays. Supermarkets also require bottle
deposits, which must be returned through recycling machines to receive a refund voucher. Public transportation
often operates without ticket gates, but random inspections are frequent and fines are high. Administrative
procedures can be slow, and proactive communication is often necessary to expedite issues. Initially, these
differences caused inconvenience, but over time I adapted. The key was to ask questions, learn from mistakes,
and gradually become familiar with local norms.

Overall, this exchange experience gave me greater confidence and courage to try new things. The most
significant growth was the expansion of my worldview. Conversations with European students allowed me to
understand different lifestyles and perspectives from the other side of the world. Before coming to Europe, I had
many concerns and hesitations. However, I am deeply grateful that I took this opportunity before entering the
workforce. Although my bank savings decreased, the friendships, memories, and personal growth I gained are far

more valuable and will continue to benefit me in the future.



