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I. English Exchange Report

Introduction to the University

The University of Cordoba (UCO), located in the heart of Andalusia, Spain, is a prestigious public institution
with a rich academic heritage dating back to the late 19th century. Officially established in 1972, UCO has
become a leader in several fields, most notably Veterinary Science and Agricultural Engineering. The university

is spread across four campuses, including Rabanales and Menéndez Pidal in the city of Cérdoba, providing a



robust environment for both local and international students to pursue academic excellence amidst a backdrop of

Roman and Islamic history.

Academic Experience: Learning in the Classroom

During my semester at UCO, the highlight of my academic journey was the Spanish language program at the
university's Language Center (UCOidiomas). After a comprehensive placement test, I was assigned to the A2
Level class.

What made this course exceptional was its holistic approach. The instructors did not merely teach grammar and
vocabulary; they integrated Spanish traditions, festivals, and social norms into every lesson. Teaching Spanish in
Spanish was a challenge at first, but it forced me to improve my listening skills rapidly. By the end of the term, I

felt a significant leap in my proficiency.

Life Beyond the Classroom

Extracurricular life in Europe was a transformative adventure. Being based in southern Spain allowed me to
travel extensively to various European countries. When those ancient sites, previously only seen in history
textbooks, such as the Colosseum or the Vatican Basilica, were actually presented before my eyes, the visual and

spiritual impact was indescribable.

In my daily life in Cérdoba, I found joy in the simplest activities, such as exploring local supermarkets like
Mercadona and Dia. Discovering products that are unavailable in Taiwan became a fascinating hobby. I also
spent time exploring local "Tabernas" to taste traditional Andalusian dishes. Although the local palate tends to be

saltier than what I am used to, it was an essential part of immersing myself in the Spanish lifestyle.

Key Benefits of the Exchange

o Language Advancement: Significant improvement in both English and Spanish (A2 level)
communication skills.

e Enhanced Independence: Developed high proficiency in self-management, including cooking,
budgeting, and solo travel logistics.

e Global Perspective: Gained a firsthand understanding of different cultures and historical contexts,
fostering a more open-minded worldview.

o Social Networking: Built a diverse network of friends from all over the world, enhancing my cross-
cultural collaboration skills.

Challenges and Personal Growth

The most challenging thing I faced was the language barrier. Cérdoba is a city where English is not widely
spoken, and the local Andalusian accent can be difficult for beginners. Initially, simple tasks like asking for
directions felt overwhelming. However, I learned to utilize technology effectively, using translation apps and
non-verbal communication to navigate daily life. This obstacle taught me humility and highlighted the areas

where I needed to improve. It also proved that with patience and the right tools, any problem can be solved.



Furthermore, the "Culture Shock" regarding food—specifically the prevalence of cold meals like Salmorejo and
the reliance on bread—required an adjustment period. I adapted by learning to cook for myself, which not only

saved money but also allowed me to maintain a healthy balance between local exploration and personal comfort.

Conclusion and Suggestions

The most significant change I noticed in myself is a newfound sense of self-belief. Traveling for 24 hours alone
across continents to reach my destination was a testament to my resilience. I am now more confident in my

ability to take care of myself and navigate unfamiliar environments.

To future exchange students, my advice is to embrace the unknown. Do not spend all your time within your
comfort zone or only with people who speak your native language. Interaction with locals and international peers
is the key to growth. Cordoba is a serene, historic gem; if you seek a peaceful place to truly learn and grow, this
is the perfect destination.
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