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The 170-day journey has been profoundly impressive, encompassing both educational and leisure
activities. From the outset, the process involved various tasks, from applying for a visa to registering upon
arrival at JKU. While individually these tasks were not overly challenging, managing them concurrently
often proved to be a source of frustration.

The provision of detailed information by the JKU International Office was invaluable. Upon arrival, I had
access to a comprehensive checklist of steps and documents, which greatly facilitated my initial settling-in
process. Additionally, the kindness of strangers in Linz, who assisted me with my heavy luggage, was a
heartwarming introduction to the local culture. Life in Linz revolved around German language immersion,
engagement with the natural environment, and academic pursuits. In response, JKU thoughtfully arranged
intensive German language courses and cultural sensitivity training, designed to help exchange students
acclimate. The language course proved particularly beneficial for everyday interactions, such as shopping
and using public transportation, while the cultural training provided essential insights into Austrian social
norms. These courses laid a solid foundation for integrating into school life more seamlessly.

Beyond academic offerings, the pre-semester period included organized trips and city tours, highlighting
locally recommended or historically significant sites in Linz and the broader Austrian context.

Course selection presented a slight challenge. Although exchange students were given priority, the lack of
comprehensive course descriptions beyond timetables and syllabus made it difficult to gauge course
workload and the teaching style of professors. This uncertainty was a significant aspect of academic life.
Nevertheless, the option to enroll in physical education classes (for an additional fee) ensured that there
was at least one enjoyable course each semester. Interestingly, classes were held in various buildings
across campus, including student dormitories, allowing for unique experiences such as attending a class a
mere minute's walk from one's residence.

Life in Linz was characterized by a sense of freedom and anonymity, markedly different from the societal
norms in Taiwan. This environment fostered a relaxed atmosphere, enabling me to focus more on the
present and appreciate the beauty in everyday moments rather than worrying about the distant future.

Travel constituted another vital component of the exchange experience, differing significantly from leisure
time spent in Linz. Exchange students adopted various approaches to planning their travels, but regardless
of the method, each journey was a learning experience, presenting opportunities to navigate unfamiliar
environments and situations. These experiences contributed to a sense of achievement beyond academic
accomplishments.

Reflecting on the exchange period, I am immensely satisfied with the wealth of new knowledge and
experiences gained. Although financial concerns may deter some, numerous scholarship opportunities are
available to alleviate economic pressures. For those interested in experiencing life abroad, university years
offer a unique opportunity, characterized by considerable discounts in Europe and minimal pre-
employment pressures.



