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University of Hamburg was founded in 1919 and is one of the largest universities in Germany. As a
relatively young institution among German universities, it benefits from being located in the country’s

second-largest city, giving it strong research capabilities.

During my exchange life in Hamburg, in addition to traveling to other countries during holidays or in my
free time, I was also able to experience life in Hamburg. As the second-largest city in Germany, Hamburg
offers a wide range of events and activities. I participated in events like the Long Night of Museums, the
826th Hafengeburtstag, a triathlon, and the Pride Parade. The dormitory I lived in was quite unique—on my
entire floor, I was the only exchange student. The rest were German or international students pursuing full
degrees at University of Hamburg. Sometimes we would hang out together, going to concerts at the
Elbphilharmonie, grabbing beers at bars, enjoying rides at the Summer Dom fair, or attending dormitory

parties organized by the housing committee, which allowed residents from different floors to connect.



Of course, I also spent time with other Taiwanese exchange students—we cooked hotpot and sukiyaki
together, went on picnics, paddled boats, and visited cities and towns around Hamburg. In recent years, the
semester ticket for German students not only allows for free public transportation within their home state
(regional trains only), but also grants access to local transport in other federal states across Germany,
making travel very convenient. One of the advantages of living in Hamburg is its proximity to many other
cities and towns, such as the well-known Bremen and Liibeck, which are only about an hour and a half
away by regional train. I made full use of my semester ticket to travel around many German cities, which

helped me save on transportation costs and gain deeper insights into German culture.

This year was particularly special because the Summer World University Games were held in Germany. |
had the opportunity to volunteer and cheer for the Taiwanese athletes up close—it was such a privilege to

witness Taiwan’s men’s table tennis team win the gold medal.

The greatest personal growth I experienced was learning to reflect. While studying in Taiwan, I often rushed
through each day under the pressure of academics. In contrast, German society has a more elegant and
relaxed atmosphere. People here truly know how to enjoy life. When the sun is out, many go to parks to
picnic or engage in outdoor activities. Work and study are not seen as the main purposes of life. After
talking with German friends, I found that many of them take gap years to explore what they truly want in
life. During my exchange, without the heavy academic pressure I had back home, I learned to slow down—
not only to discover what the city looked like through the seasons and to take in my surroundings, but also
to spend time alone reflecting. I stopped simply going with the flow or following societal expectations, and

instead started to think about what I truly want for myself.

I’m sincerely grateful to my parents for giving me the opportunity to study abroad in Germany—it truly
opened up my world. I also deeply appreciate everyone I met during my exchange life in Hamburg. Because

of you, my time in Hamburg became so much more vibrant and unforgettable.



