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2. Introduction to the Study Abroad School:

Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences, also known as Hogeschool van Amsterdam, is an applied
sciences university that emphasizes practical education and maintains close collaboration with the industry.
Additionally, it has research partnerships with the University of Amsterdam (UvA), both of which are
major universities in Amsterdam. The campus is spread across different locations in Amsterdam, with the
Business School situated in the southeast, approximately 20 minutes away from the city center by metro.
The Business School building is modern, spacious, offers diverse courses, and conducts classes in English.

3. Course Learning during Study Abroad (In-class):

During the semester, I took three courses:

- Current Issues in Business and Society: This course involved four group presentations throughout the
semester, with students presenting for half of the class time. The topics revolved around various social
issues such as sustainability and business ethics, although some topics seemed unrelated to the course
theme. Overall, it was a good experience as I had the opportunity to discuss various issues with people
from different countries.

- Business Model and Service: This course focused on theoretical aspects of business models and service
processes and quality. The midterm examination was an individual oral exam that required both theory
recitation and application. The final project was a group presentation and analysis of a Dutch company,
which was a bit challenging for exchange students due to the need to interview Dutch companies. Overall,
I do not have a specific recommendation for this course.

- Creativity in Business: This course was interesting as it explored topics related to creativity using
different teaching methods and materials. The course was diverse and not repetitive. After deciding on the
topic as a group, we had the freedom to choose how to present it, with the teacher providing assistance but
not interfering much. The course offered a high level of flexibility.

4. Experiences and Learning Outside the Classroom:

Living abroad alone required me to handle everything, from major tasks like opening a bank account to
minor decisions like what to eat. It undoubtedly served as a fast track for personal growth. Apart from
daily life matters, building a social circle from scratch was necessary. Initially, it felt lonely being in a new
place without any acquaintances, but I had to gather courage and make new friends, whether they were
Taiwanese exchange students or individuals from various parts of the world. After getting to know friends
from different countries, I discovered the diverse habits and perspectives people have, which was
fascinating. It provided an excellent opportunity to learn about cross-cultural communication and embrace
differences. Additionally, like all exchange students, cooking skills became essential. Although I had some
cooking skills prior to going abroad, being responsible for purchasing ingredients and deciding what to
cook considering price, variety, and nutrition further enhanced my abilities. Lastly, traveling to different
countries in Europe was an experience not to be missed. Exploring different cultures and lifestyles,
planning itineraries, managing budgets, and dealing with unexpected situations were all part of the journey.

5. Specific Benefits of the Study Abroad Experience:
- Enhanced ability to live independently

- Improved adaptability

- Broadened acceptance of differences

6. Thoughts and Suggestions:

If your family's financial situation allows, I highly recommend studying abroad. Everyone has different
purposes, goals, and personalities when going abroad. Some want to travel extensively, some prefer to
focus on their studies, and others aim to make friends from around the world. It's important to be clear
about what you want and proceed at your own pace. Comparing yourself to others during the exchange
journey can be exhausting. Feeling worried and fearful is normal, so allow yourself to experience and



accept these emotions. Listen to your inner voice, enjoy life abroad, and when it's time to return home, you
will genuinely miss it. This journey will become an important experience and memory in your life.



