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My favorite course was Brand Management, a compulsory subject for first-year master’ s students in marketing. It was
co-taught by two professors, and the course was quite intensive. Before coming on exchange, I heard from many seniors
that courses in Belgium are generally tough, demanding, and the grading is stricter compared to other countries — and |
later found out it” s true! Although the course was quite challenging and the grades weren’ t ideal, I genuinely learned
a lot. Both professors were extremely professional (they also dressed incredibly fashionably — seriously, so stylish!).
My group members were also very dedicated, so overall, it was a rewarding and enriching course.

Outside of academics, I traveled a lot!Belgium has two airports: BRU (Brussels International Airport) and CRL (the
low-cost carrier airport). I think Liége 1s in a fantastic location — it takes only an hour and a half to get to BRU by
train or shuttle, which 1s super convenient!

The location of my accommodation was also excellent — just a 6-minute walk to the International Office and about a
10-minute walk to the Business School. There were several supermarkets within a 10-minute walk too. Starting from
April, Liége also launched its light rail system, which made the city even cleaner, more comfortable, and more punctual.

The biggest challenge I faced abroad was health-related. Toward the later part of the exchange, my schedule got too
packed, and my body couldn’ t keep up. Unlike in Taiwan, seeking medical help or buying medicine isn” t as
convenient abroad. The easiest option for me was to consult pharmacists and buy over-the-counter medicine, but even
that was limited in what they could provide. In the end, I had to rely on online research and manage my diet and care
myself. Being sick abroad can feel particularly helpless — when you're physically weak and everything is less
convenient than in Taiwan, plus you don” t have close friends or family around, it definitely takes a toll on your mental
state too.

I also experienced personal growth during this exchange.l' ve always been an outgoing person who enjoys spending
time with friends. When I came to Belgium, I didn’ t know any other Taiwanese students beforehand, and most of the
other Taiwanese students weren’ t interested in joining student union activities. So, I attended all the events alone —
sometimes | was even the only Asian person at the event. Back in Taiwan, I loved attending events, but usually with
friends. Being here changed that — I now feel comfortable joining activities on my own, and I don’ t feel pressured to
stay or worry about how I look to others. Everyone” s doing their own thing, and because of that, I ended up making a
lot of international friends.

Reflections and Suggestions

Overall, Thighly recommend the University of Li€ge! There are so many advantages: the preparation before the
exchange was well-organized; there was someone to assist and advise during course selection; email responses were
fast; the ESN (Erasmus Student Network) was very active and dedicated to hosting great events; the courses were
rigorous and informative; the academic atmosphere was great; and the location 1s i1deal (close to both airports in
Belgium).




However, I don’ t generally recommend Belgium as an exchange destinationdue to the high costs. The visa process is
much more expensive compared to other countries (around NT$20,000 in total), not to mention the additional costs after
arrival, such as applying for a residence permit or registering your departure. Daily living expenses are also higher —
groceries, eating out, etc., tend to cost more than in many other countries.

In summary, I strongly recommend theUniversity of Liégeas an exchange school. But ifbudget is your top concem,
Belgium might not be the most cost-effective choice.




