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Spending a semester at DHBW Ravensburg was honestly one of the best



experiences I’ve had so far. DHBW is a pretty unique university in southern Germany
that uses a dual education system — local students alternate between studying at
school and working at partner companies. I was at the Ravensburg campus, a cozy
town with the campus buildings scattered around its center. All the courses for
exchange students were in English, and I got to mix with both local German students
and other internationals, which made everything feel super welcoming and interesting.

One of the classes I really enjoyed was Cultural Aspects of Germany. It
wasn’t just about sitting and listening — we had tons of group discussions, activities,
and opportunities to share about our own cultures. It helped me understand Germany
in a way that textbooks can’t, plus it made meeting other exchange students way
easier and more fun. Another class that gave me a lot was Sustainability & CSR. This
class was mainly aimed at hotel management students, but it was super practical and
approachable, even for beginners like me. We learned about sustainability issues from
a hospitality perspective and got to dive into EU regulations and trends. It was eye-
opening and really useful.

Life outside of class was just as awesome. The school organized welcome
parties and mid-term events, and we even had a day trip to Neuschwanstein Castle,
which was amazing. There were only about 20 exchange students at my campus, so it
was pretty easy to get close with people. Plus, since I didn’t have a heavy class load, I
took the chance to travel a lot — I visited 11 countries in three months. Thanks to
Germany’s affordable monthly train pass, getting around was super convenient. Of
course, I had some travel hiccups, like train delays (Deutsche Bahn, infamous for
that!) and last-minute platform changes that announced in german. I even almost
missed the last train home once and had to prepare for a possible night stuck at the
station. But these moments taught me to stay calm, be flexible, and plan backup
options.

What really changed for me was my confidence. Before the exchange, I
sometimes doubted myself and worried about what others thought. But being in a
place with people from all kinds of backgrounds made me realize that it’s okay to be
different and to just be myself. I stopped stressing about fitting in or being perfect and
started focusing on what I enjoy and what makes me happy. I also improved my
English a lot and picked up some German along the way. Plus, I learned to appreciate
spending time alone, which helped me get to know myself better. Honestly, I loved it
so much that I even considered extending my exchange period, that’s how much I fell
for this place!

Overall, I truly recommend DHBW Ravensburg to anyone considering an
exchange in Germany. It might not be the most famous choice, but it’s super well

located for close to four airports, easy to travel from, and cheaper than big cities. It’s



very safe, chill, and surrounded by beautiful places like Bodensee and Konstance,
where you can even hop on a boat to Switzerland. You don’t need to be fluent in
German, just a bit helps, and most people speak English too. The school community is
friendly and open, perfect for making international friends. I loved every moment and
can’t wait to go back someday!



