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Seinan Gakuin University is located in Fukuoka City, Japan, and was founded in 1916. Guided by
Christian values, the university emphasizes liberal arts education and international exchange. It
offers a wide range of academic fields, including foreign languages, law, and business, and is
recognized as one of the well-known private universities in the Kyushu region. With its supportive
environment for international students and strong academic foundation, Seinan Gakuin University
provided an ideal setting for my overseas study experience.

The program | joined included nine required credits of Japanese language courses, which were the
most beneficial and enjoyable part of my academic learning. Unlike studying Japanese
independently in Taiwan, the Japanese instructors at Seinan Gakuin University truly understand
how foreign learners acquire authentic Japanese. They placed strong emphasis on speaking skills
and encouraged students to actively use Japanese in class. Even though some grammar content
was familiar to me, learning it in Japan allowed me to apply it naturally in daily conversations. As a
result, | became less afraid of speaking Japanese. Since classmates came from different countries,
Japanese was the common language we used to communicate, which greatly improved my
practical language ability. Occasionally, Japanese students also joined our classes for 22, making
the experience a valuable and authentic language exchange opportunity.

Outside of class, | spent time traveling around Kyushu with other international students. Because
students came from various cultural backgrounds, | also had many opportunities to practice
spoken English in daily life. Traveling together enhanced my planning, communication, and
cooperation skills, while allowing me to explore different regions of Japan and better understand

the unique characteristics of each area.

This overseas study experience brought several concrete benefits, including:
1) learning authentic Japanese in an immersive environment,

2) integrating into local Japanese life,

3) meeting people from around the world

4) developing the ability to solve problems independently.

During my stay in Japan, | did not encounter major difficulties. Administrative tasks such as




registering at the ward office, enrolling in national health insurance, and opening a bank account
were new experiences, but my Japanese buddy kindly accompanied me and helped me complete
all procedures smoothly.

One cultural difference | noticed was the large number of bicycles on sidewalks in Japan. Since
cycling is very common, | learned to stay alert and adjust my walking habits accordingly.

Overall, this overseas experience significantly improved my independence, adaptability, and
confidence in cross-cultural communication. | highly recommend Fukuoka as an exchange
destination. Compared to larger cities, the cost of living is relatively affordable while transportation
remains very convenient. From Fukuoka Airport, it only takes about 15 minutes by subway to reach
the city center. Areas such as Hakata and Tenjin offer many unique shops, and Kyushu destinations
like Kumamoto, Nagasaki, Beppu, and Kitakyushu are all worth visiting. Seinan Gakuin University
also provides comfortable dormitories close to classrooms and subway stations. With friendly
professors and welcoming Japanese students, it is truly a place where international students can

make meaningful progress in Japanese language learning.




