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Czech Technical University (CTU), located in the capital city of Prague, is the most prestigious technical university
in the Czech Republic. The university consists of multiple faculties and is renowned for its engineering programs,
such as civil engineering, mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, and nuclear sciences. CTU offers a strong
international atmosphere and provides many courses taught in English, which attracts a large number of
international students.

I took three courses during my exchange, and among them, Biofuels and Bioproducts from Wastes was my favorite.
The professor taught in an engaging way and explained various waste treatment methods from an engineering
perspective, including how to convert biomass into energy and valuable byproducts. We also learned several
computational models, such as biomass sample analysis, biogas recovery yield, and reactor design. This course was
very practical and enriching.

I believe that living in a foreign country for a semester is a rare and valuable experience. The exchange program
gave me the opportunity to explore the other side of the world, experience different cultures, and live a lifestyle that
is completely different from Taiwan’s. During my five months in Prague, I experienced life in a student dorm where
I cooked for myself, dined in local restaurants and pubs, visited old town markets during Easter, and walked on
Europe’s unique cobblestone streets. All of these were new and exciting experiences for me.

Prague is truly a livable city. It has a much lower cost of living compared to Western Europe—for example, eating
out costs roughly half as much as in Western European countries, and flights to other countries are also very
affordable. Moreover, it is incredibly safe: there are hardly any sketchy people or homeless individuals on the
streets, and I never felt unsafe even walking alone at night.

Through this exchange experience, I’ve seen noticeable improvement in my English communication skills. T used
to worry a lot and was hesitant to speak English. But in Europe, people often have small talk with you, so I gradually
got used to speaking in English. I realized that I didn’t need to worry about grammar or struggling for the right
word—English is a tool for communication, and even simple sentences are enough to make connections with others.
I also learned that being brave and trying new things leads to richer experiences. For instance, I once worried that
solo traveling might be dangerous or lonely, but I met many friendly people and discovered that traveling alone can
actually be a lot of fun, efficient, and fulfilling.

Traveling in Europe has always been my dream, so I truly cherished this exchange opportunity—it was the perfect
time to explore different countries. I visited nearly 20 countries, from the icy landscapes of Iceland in winter to the
sunny coasts of southern France in summer. Each trip gave me unique experiences and unforgettable memories. I'm

deeply grateful to the school for offering this exchange program and providing scholarships that allowed us to enjoy




our time abroad with fewer financial concerns. Most of all, I'm glad I seized this opportunity—Iliving in Europe for

half a year has become one of the most rewarding and unforgettable semesters of my life.
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