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As a student from the Department of Electrical Engineering at Sun Yat-sen University, my exchange
experience at Portland State University has been truly rewarding. Allow me to share my thoughts and
experiences, covering the school introduction, course learning, life learning, specific benefits, and overall
reflections:

School Introduction:

Portland State University, located in Portland, Oregon, is a renowned public research university. It offers a
diverse and inclusive learning environment with a strong emphasis on practical education and community
engagement. The university's commitment to sustainability and urban development is evident in its
curriculum and campus initiatives.

Course Learning:

One of the major highlights of my exchange program was the opportunity to study a variety of engineering
courses at Portland State University. The courses were well-structured and delivered by experienced
professors who were experts in their fields. The curriculum provided a comprehensive understanding of
advanced topics in electrical engineering, allowing me to expand my knowledge and broaden my
perspectives.

Life Learning:

Living in Portland and experiencing American culture was an invaluable part of my exchange journey. The
city has a vibrant atmosphere, with a thriving arts scene, diverse cuisines, and breathtaking natural
landscapes. Engaging with the local community and making friends from different backgrounds enhanced
my cultural awareness and interpersonal skills.

Specific Benefits:

1. Academic Enrichment: The academic environment at Portland State University exposed me to cutting-
edge research, state-of-the-art facilities, and a wide range of academic resources. The university's emphasis
on practical learning and hands-on projects greatly enhanced my problem-solving and critical thinking
abilities.

2. International Network: The exchange program provided an excellent opportunity to network and
collaborate with students and professors from different parts of the world. Building connections with
fellow scholars and engaging in interdisciplinary discussions enriched my academic and personal growth.

3. Cross-Cultural Understanding: Interacting with American students and immersing myself in a different
cultural context broadened my perspectives and fostered cross-cultural understanding. It allowed me to
appreciate the diversity of ideas and approaches in engineering and education, helping me become a more
adaptable and globally aware individual.

Overall Reflections:

My exchange experience at Portland State University was a transformative period in my academic and
personal journey. It provided me with a platform to push my boundaries, explore new horizons, and
develop a global mindset. The rigorous academic curriculum, combined with the vibrant campus life,
allowed me to grow both academically and personally.

I would highly recommend the exchange program to other students from the Department of Electrical
Engineering at Sun Yat-sen University. It is an opportunity to embrace new challenges, expand one's
knowledge, and foster international connections. The experience has not only enriched my academic
pursuits but also broadened my perspectives, making me a more well-rounded and culturally sensitive
individual.



