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https://elearning.tbs-education.org/course/view.php?id=39457

Toulouse Business School (TBS), established in 1903, is one of the top ten business schools in France,
accredited by AACSB and holding the Crown accreditation in France. Its main campus is located in Toulouse,
and TBS also has branches worldwide in Paris, Barcelona, Casablanca, and London, offering diverse programs.
Toulouse, the southern city of France, is the fourth-largest city in France, also a major hub for the aerospace
industry, hosting the headquarters of the renowned Airbus Group.

During my exchange period, | chose to take a course in Hospitality and Tourism Management, which | had never
studied before. This course is similar to hospitality management and covers topics such as customer experience
management, revenue management, and corporate social responsibility in the hospitality industry. Among the
various courses | took, the one I highly recommend and enjoyed the most was the French language course
specifically designed for exchange students. TBS divided the classes into five different levels based on students'
proficiency, allowing me to review some basic French that | had learned in Taiwan. Additionally, since my
classmates were also exchange students from all around the world, | enjoyed communicating with them by using
English.

The specific benefits of the exchange are that | not only increased independence in daily life and a willingness to
tackle unexpected challenges but also have greater confidence in speaking English and making friends from
around the world.

Additionally, the most memorable and challenging experience during this six-month exchange was when |
missed my flight from France to Finland at the end of February. | had to remain calm and desperately search for
flights departing from Paris on the same day. It cost me over twenty thousand units of currency and half a day to
finally reunite with my friends in the middle of the night. This incident taught me a valuable lesson, and from
then on, I made sure to double-check that | had my passport before leaving for any trip, becoming more cautious
and meticulous.

During this short period of six months, | deeply felt the convenience of living in Taiwan. | was aware that shops
in France and other European countries closed early, unlike Taiwan, where many operate 24/7. It was
challenging to find food at any time, and eating out was generally expensive, so locals mostly cooked at home.
Furthermore, though I consider myself someone who enjoys solitude, living abroad presents some differences.
The distance from family and friends felt greater. Also, due to safety concerns, as Europe is generally considered
more dangerous than Taiwan, | mostly stayed at home at night. Moreover, the most significant change in my life
was brought about by the long periods of solitude, prompting me to reconsider my future life plans. Before going
abroad, I had already applied to several universities in the UK. However, during these few months, | thoroughly
enjoyed traveling between countries and experiencing different cultures. Consequently, I rejected all the
university offers and started preparing for the goals | wanted to pursue in the future.

I am immensely grateful for the support of my parents and the resources provided by the school, which allowed
me to explore the world in my early twenties. This short six-month period not only changed many of my
thoughts and life plans but also strengthened my determination to pursue my future goals. I believe that going on
exchange was the best decision I've ever made.



