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Spending a semester at Czech Technical University (CTU) in Prague became one of the most cherished
and life-changing decisions I have ever made. CTU is among the leading engineering universities in Central
Europe and hosts students from many parts of the world. A lot of courses were taught in English and support
for exchange students was excellent. The Erasmus Student Network (ESN) organized events and trips that

allowed me to meet new friends and more easily adjust to life in the Czech Republic.

I took three courses: Czech Language, Computer Architectures, and Physical Education. In these three

courses, | enjoyed the Czech language course the most. It was a small and interactive course that taught me



many things that would benefit me in everyday life. There were about 10 students in the course and instead of
teaching us a general structured curriculum, we learned how to order food at a restaurant, what to say in a shop
or at the market, and what to ask someone if we were lost. The teacher wanted us to participate in lessons with
our own stories to give us an opportunity to speak. I left the course being much more confident in

communicating with locals.

The Computer Architectures course was also fun, and I learned a lot from it. It was a lecture-based course
as well as a hands-on lab-based course where we learned about processor design, memory systems, and
instruction sets first, and then went hands-on with a simulator to practice those concepts. The most awesome
part of the course was the final project where we had to apply the entire knowledge we gained into creating a
simple video game in C/C++ and running it on a development board. The final project was no doubt super

challenging, but I think the rewarding experience was even greater. It drew out the theory and practice together.

Apart from academics, I also learned how to independently manage my daily life. Eating out regularly
was not sustainable in Europe, so most of the time, I cooked for myself. I'd check the grocery stores like
supermarkets Tesco, or Lidl, account for whatever is sale, then cook based on what I planned. I also felt good
being frugal and saving money, and I learned how to cook more. Also, I even branched out to try to cook things

that I never have back in Taiwan.

One of the best parts of my exchange was travelling. During the holidays, I travelled around other
European countries. I executed the whole experience by planning everything, from the transportation,
accommodations, routes etc. So, it was a little stressful at times, but it made me more organized, and solving

problems in a timely manner.

I needed to get used to cultural differences as well. For example, my dorm bathrooms only had shower
curtains, and I thought it was odd at first. Also, I quickly learned that many public restrooms may have a fee,
and that drinking water was not as easy to find or as cheap as in Taiwan. Eating at restaurants also felt different.

For instance, I had to wait for my server to come over to me.

In all, this exchange aided my development in many ways. I grew more independent, more tolerant of
new experiences, and more confident in myself. I also made new friends, experienced different cuisines, and

visited parts of the world I never imagined I'd see.



