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Mannheim is located in the state of Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany, in the southwest of Germany, with the
neighboring major cities of Frankfurt and Stuttgart, and convenient transportation. In addition, Mannheim
is quite close to France, Belgium, and Luxembourg, and many European countries can be easily reached
by taking the Deutsche Bahn. It is very convenient for arranging trips during holidays. It is also very
convenient and fast to travel by plane to Frankfurt Airport. Furthermore, the university offers various
activities for exchange students to adapt to the local environment, and a buddy program is provided for
exchange students to get to know and make friends with Mannheim university students. In addition,
Mannheim University has many students from different countries, so exchange students can meet students
from different countries during their stay. Therefore, in order to facilitate exchanges between students on
campus and students from other international schools, Mannheim University has advanced the start of its
autumn semester to early September and the start of its spring semester to February. This is also a unique
feature of Mannheim University compared to other universities in Germany.

During World War 11, the city of Mannheim was destroyed, so both Mannheim University and the entire
city were rebuilt. The main building of Mannheim University is Mannheim Palace, a historic Baroque-
style building. In addition to providing access for tourists to visit the palace, it is also used as a teaching
building on a daily basis. Exchange students from the business school have a great opportunity to attend
classes inside the castle. Furthermore, the most famous school at Mannheim University is the business
school, which ranks first in Germany and has the nickname "German Harvard."

I love my marketing class the most, not only because of the teacher's teaching style, but also because of his
fashion sense. The teacher always wears a suit and stands on the podium to lecture us. He delivers the
course content in a humorous way and invites guest speakers to combine theory with practice. When
introducing theory, he not only uses examples to explain but also encourages students to discuss and share
their thoughts on stage, making it easier for students to understand and apply what they learn.

Mannheim University organizes diverse extracurricular activities for international students and encourages
exchange students to participate. Among them, the wine estate activity left a deep impression on me.
During the activity, we had the opportunity to visit a local wine estate and gain a deeper understanding of
the history and different types of wines produced there. Finally, we were taught how to taste wine. It was a
rare opportunity to experience the local vineyard firsthand and learn about the authentic way of wine
tasting. From decanting, color, aroma, to taste and mouthfeel, the owner of the estate introduced them in
detail, leaving us with unforgettable memories.

By participating in this exchange, I learned the following points:

Develop international perspective: Whether it's interacting with peers from different countries or traveling
abroad, it will broaden your horizons and allow you to see different cultures and the strengths of other
countries.

Enjoying time alone: Often times, you'll go shopping or eat alone, which is great because you'll learn to be
comfortable with yourself and can fully enjoy the experience. Adapt to unexpected situations: There will
be many unexpected situations abroad, such as delayed flights for hours, or even canceled flights, or
encountering strikes, where all transportation stops. Various things can happen, but over time you'll learn
to adapt and go with the flow. Changing values: Things that can be solved with money are small things.
You really need to remember this while abroad. If you can solve a problem with money, just spend it! It's
really not a big deal! Language proficiency: Whether it's English or German, because you need to
communicate with others, you will definitely improve. Improved cooking skills: If you want to save
money, cook for yourself! You'll quickly become a chef.

I appreciate NSYSU 1 for providing this exchange opportunity, as well as the excellent sister school for
offering students diverse choices. Meanwhile, I also want to thank my parents for their sponsorship, which



enabled me to experience different lifestyles and broaden my international horizons. I also appreciate my
exchange partner, Vicky, for accompanying me throughout this exchange journey. During this time, I
encountered various challenges and growth opportunities, including spectacular mountain scenery, awe-
inspiring castle architecture, making close friends, and encountering unsatisfactory travel companions.
These rare experiences will become valuable resources for my future development.

I am deeply grateful for the learning attitude and diligence demonstrated by the students in Mannheim
whom I met during the exchange period, which have become my motivation for continuous improvement.
As an exchange student, I deeply understand that this is a relatively low-cost way to go abroad, where |
could stay in Europe for an extended period, experience local life, and enjoy a lifestyle that balances
academic and leisure activities. I sincerely hope that every student can seize similar opportunities to
experience different cultures and growth experiences.

During the exchange period, I could feel my own growth and progress, from going alone to Brauhaus to
buy a large box and carrying it back to the dormitory, to carrying a 10-kilogram package to ship and so on.
These are unforgettable experiences. Thanks to the good friends I met in Mannheim, I hope to meet with
these friends again in the future and catch up all the memories.



