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In 1996, the merger of Pusan Industrial University, established in 1924 as the earliest modern industrial
technical education institution, and Pusan Fisheries University, Korea&#39;s inaugural higher education
institution in fisheries founded in 1941, resulted in the formation of a comprehensive national university.
Situated in Busan, South Korea‘s second-largest city, this university is well-connected, with the nearest
subway station,“Kyungsung Univ.-Pukyong Nat”;l Univ. Station, just a 15-minute walk away.
Alternatively, a 5-minute walk leads to a bus stop, and a 30-40 minute bus ride conveniently takes you to
the city center. The vicinity boasts convenience, with numerous restaurants and cafes right outside the side
gate.

For exchange students, I recommend enrolling in the "Korean Language"course from the available options.
Tailored for beginners, this class focuses on pronunciation, vocabulary, and encourages students to practice
conversational Korean with classmates. Periodic opportunities are provided for students to engage in
conversations that the teacher can evaluate. The course includes midterm and final exams in test format.

Another course from the regular list, not exclusive to exchange students, is titled "Chinese Film and
Drama";Centered on appreciating Chinese historical films, it involves discussions, with the teacher using a
blend of Korean and Chinese during class. Exams encompass materials provided by the teacher, involving
translation between Chinese and Korean. This course also facilitates making Korean friends, given the
proficiency of some Korean students in Chinese.

Regarding the benefits of exchange, the key points include: (1) Enhanced Korean Speaking and Listening
Skills. (2) Stepping out of the Comfort Zone, Building Friendships with People from Various Countries.
(3) Immersion in Korean Culture. (4) Cultivation of Independent Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills.

Reflecting on my experiences, throughout my four years in university, [ deliberated repeatedly on whether
to invest in a Korean exchange program. However, post-exchange, I harbor no regrets about studying
abroad.Be it the progress in my Korean language proficiency, the development of life management skills,
the friendships forged during language school and the exchange period, or the adventures of traveling, |
anticipate that this exchange period will remain a cherished memory in my future.

I extend gratitude for the school's ample exchange resources and scholarships. Although Seoul was not the
chosen destination, I am content with my decision to exchange at Pukyong National University. The
university offers a distinct experience from Seoul's urban setting, with its breathtaking natural landscapes.
Unlike Seoul, there are more opportunities to appreciate nature, and well-known attractions like Daegu and
Gyeongju are just over an hour's drive away. The pace of life is notably more relaxed!



