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Introduction to school

The University of Mannheim is located in the Mannheim Palace, in the state of Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany.
The university is particularly well known for its business school, which consistently ranks among the top three
in Germany. Unlike many modern European universities, the campus features Baroque-style architecture,
creating a unique academic atmosphere where historical buildings are integrated with modern education. The
university provides well-equipped facilities, including cafeterias, restaurants, faculty libraries, and guaranteed
dormitory accommodation for exchange students. In addition, the school offers comprehensive support for

international students in terms of campus information, daily life guidance, and extracurricular activities.

The university provides comprehensive facilities, including a student cafeteria, restaurants, and libraries for
different faculties. In addition, international exchange students are guaranteed student housing for one semester.
Not only are the campus facilities well developed, but the university also offers extensive support for international

students, including campus information, daily life guidance, and extracurricular activities.

Although Mannheim is not considered one of Germany’s largest cities, its living convenience is still quite good.
The university is located close to the city center and can easily be reached by tram or bus. Compared with other

major German cities, the cost of living is relatively affordable.
Courses Learning

During the semester, I took three business-related courses and one German language course. Except for German
language course, the three courses were delivered in lecture style with about 60—100 students. In addition to
listening to professor’s lecture, I also experienced the real learning culture abroad where students spoke up in

class and confidently expressed their opinions.
1. Corporate Knowledege Management

The course mainly focuses on how companies manage their knowledge assets using modern technology, and how
different theoretical frameworks can be applied to manage organizational knowledge effectively. The goal is to
enable companies to retrieve and reuse knowledge efficiently without losing valuable information due to the time

or employee turnover.

In the middle of the semester, there was an optional case study project. Students analyzed a real problem faced
by a local German consulting company and worked in groups to propose solutions through presentations. It was

a great opportunity to discuss and learn together with classmates.




Overall, this course is highly recommended. There was not much pressure during the semester. The only thing to
be careful about is that the final exam consists of essay questions, which are not easy to prepare for. Sparing some

time to focus fully on the preparation is definitely required.
2. Introduction to Entrepreneurship

Introduction to Entrepreneurship is a very interesting and enriching course. At the beginning of the course, the
professor mainly delivered lectures. In the later stage, guest speakers were invited to share their entrepreneurial
experiences. These entrepreneurs from Germany introduced real-world startup stories and combined them with

practical theories.

In addition to lectures, the course required participation in four case study discussions. Every two weeks, students
had to read an article, discuss it with group members, answer questions raised by the teaching assistant, and

present their analysis through a group presentation.

During each discussion, I was not only a participant in the presentation but also more like an observer. I learned
a lot from my German classmates’ logical thinking, their attention to presentation design, and their performance
when presenting in front of the class. This course required considerable preparation for presentations, but it was
extremely rewarding. It was one of the courses I enjoyed the most and would strongly recommend. For the final
exam, it was the same, consisting of essay questions, which are not easy to prepare for. Sparing some time to

focus fully on the preparation is definitely required.
Extracurricular Activities

ESN VISUM Mannheim is a student organization that supports exchange students. It enriched my extracurricular
life during my semester in Mannheim. Through ESN, I met my buddy Eli, who helped me become familiar with
the campus before the semester started. She also invited me to join many activities organized by ESN, where I

met exchange students from many different countries.

I am not a very outgoing person, I felt nervous and uneasy in a new environment. However, I later realized that
many people felt the same way. As long as one is willing to take the first step and be open-minded, people are

generally happy to share their experiences and help one another.

There were plenty of activities that I joined during the semester, such as picnic events, welcome parties,
international dinners, and wine tasting trips,etc where I had many opportunities to interact with people. To be
honest, this was something I did not expect before I started my journey. I would say that I was lucky to be
surrounded by kind and hospitable people who were willing to help and bring me to different activities. For me,

this exchange program was absolutely the most memorable learning experience I have ever had.
Reflection

This exchange semester has truly been a wonderful learning experience for me. I believe this exchange journey

allowed me to experience many things I had never encountered before. Whether in the classroom, during




extracurricular activities, or throughout my travels, every moment became a new opportunity for learning. The

semester passed quickly but was incredibly fulfilling.

Mannheim is also a very good location geographically. It is situated in the middle of Europe, making it relatively
convenient to travel to both Western and Eastern Europe. In terms of living expenses, Mannheim is more
affordable than many other large cities, especially in terms of rent. Transportation and daily living facilities are

also very convenient, making it easy to adapt to life here.

During this exchange journey, I occasionally encountered some classmates who appeared rather distant or local
people who insisted on speaking German. At first, it was difficult for me to understand and sometimes felt
discouraging. However, I believe that as long as we maintain an open mind and a willingness to learn, many
cultural differences and challenges can be transformed into positive motivation to keep exploring the unknown.

After all, every encounter will eventually become a story worth sharing in the future.




