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Participating in the exchange program at Johannes Kepler University Linz (JKU) in
Austria was a deeply meaningful and enriching experience for me, especially as it took
place shortly before | entered the workforce. | initially chose Austria as my exchange
destination because | had visited the country nearly ten years ago as a tourist and was
deeply impressed by its safe environment and rich historical background. At that time,
Austria left me with a positive and lasting impression. However, this journey prompted me
to experience Austria through a different lens, embracing a more local perspective. Linz, a
city | had never visited before, became an important opportunity to explore a new
environment and foster personal growth.

JKU is a public university located in Linz, the third-largest city in Austria. The campus
is approximately 25 to 30 minutes from the city center and is very convenient in terms of
transportation, as there is a tram station directly outside the university entrance. JKU
provides a peaceful and green environment that creates a comfortable and focused
atmosphere for learning. The campus is equipped with modern facilities, including
libraries, student cafeterias, sports facilities, and banking services, all of which provide
great convenience for students’ academic and daily lives. In addition, JKU places strong
emphasis on international exchange and cultural diversity. The university organizes a wide
range of activities specifically for exchange students and offers a Buddy Program to help
newcomers adapt to both academic requirements and daily life in Austria.

In terms of academic experience, | was enrolled in the Business School, where the
teaching style differed significantly from my previous learning experiences in Taiwan. The
courses were held less frequently, but they placed a strong emphasis on students’ self-
discipline, independent learning ability, and time management skills. Most of the courses
were taught in English and assessed through various methods, including written
examinations, presentations, and group projects. This approach encouraged students to
take greater responsibility for their own learning and to actively engage with course
materials. Through these courses, | not only gained new academic knowledge but also
developed a deeper understanding of how business concepts are applied in an
international context. Furthermore, working with classmates from diverse cultural

backgrounds allowed me to improve my cross-cultural communication skills and broaden




my global perspective.

Living independently abroad was another important aspect of my exchange
experience. Being responsible for managing daily life, academic commitments, and
personal matters helped me become more independent and adaptable. From handling
administrative procedures to organizing transportation, accommodation, and daily
expenses, | learned to solve problems on my own and adjust to unfamiliar situations.
Interacting with exchange students from different countries provided valuable
opportunities for cultural exchange and allowed me to build meaningful friendships with
people from diverse backgrounds. These interactions enriched my exchange experience
and made my time abroad more fulfilling.

Language learning was also an important part of this journey. Through daily
communication and academic discussions conducted entirely in English, my English
proficiency improved significantly, particularly in terms of speaking confidence and
academic expression. In addition, by taking German language courses, | was able to gain
a better understanding of local culture and customs, which helped me feel more
comfortable and confident in everyday interactions.

Overall, my exchange experience at JKU contributed greatly to my personal and
academic development. Although | encountered cultural challenges and moments of
frustration, these experiences encouraged me to reflect, adapt, and grow. This exchange
helped me better understand my own strengths and weakness, and it motivated me to

face future challenges with a more open-minded, independent, and resilient attitude.




