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My exchange at Doshisha University in Kyoto was an unforgettable journey in this chapter of my life. The
campus ocated in a historic city, equipt with a very free and academic atmosphere. | studied at the
Kyotanabe Campus, which is surrounded by beautiful nature and is so much quieter than the city center
(Imadegawa Campus). The campus has excellent facilities and many unique student clubs, such as the

Equestrian Club and the Kyudo Club. | was often impressed by how much passion Japanese students have



for their activities. Through international student oriented organizations like "Talk Mates," | also had many

chances to make friend with students from all over the world.

Regarding my studies, | mostly took courses taught by international professors because | do not speak
much Japanese. My favorite class was a seminar called "International Political Economy." We spent the
semester discussing the risks and danger of Al and global governance. It was a very active class where
students from different countries shared their opinions. | even had to lead a seminar session myself, which
was a brand-new experience that helped me think more deeply and more critically. | also took a PE class
where the teacher spoke fluent German. Even though his English wasn't perfect, we found a great way to

communicate and had a wonderful time together.

Life in Kyotanabe was a bit of a challenge because it is far from the city. To attend my 9:00 AM classes at
the Imadegawa Campus, | had to wake up at 6:00 AM every day for a long train commute. Although it was
tiring, | used that time to study or observe Japanese society. There were also benefits to living there, such
as being close to "Kousoku Kyotanabe" for airport buses and a nearby Costco, which helped me save
money on groceries. Managing a budget of 160,000 NTD and handling complex Japanese paperwork was

difficult, but the helpful office staff and my new friends made the process much easier.

This half-year experience changed me from a dependent person into a truly independent individual. |
learned how to solve problems alone in a foreign country and became much more confident. Inspired by
my classmates in the IPE seminar, | am now more proactive in sharing my ideas. | no longer fear language

barriers or unknown environments. | highly recommend Doshisha University to anyone. My best advice



for future students is to stay brave—don’ t let the language barrier stop you from taking challenging

courses, as that is where you will grow the most.
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