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Charles University is the top university in the Czech Republic. It does not have one main campus

instead, its faculties and facilities are spread throughout Prague. The course selection is incredibly
diverse, and my favorite was "Discovering the Joy of Hi

king." Every week, we explored a new route
allowing me to soak in the scenery while chatting with people from all sorts of cultural backgrounds

Beyond the classroom, living alone abroad taught me how to stay calm and handle unexpected

challenges independently. Traveling across Europe also broadened my horizons, giving me a much mof

concrete understanding of global issues and different ways of life. Most importantly, this period of
solitude gave me the space to reflect on the kind of life | truly value  and helped clarify my long -term




career goals.

I'd say the biggest challenge was building deeper connections with people from different cultures.
Even though I had traveled to Europe before, those were just short trips where I rarely got to talk to
locals. Since I don't really follow Western media or pop culture, I was often worried about accidentally
offending someone. As a result, most of my interactions stayed at the "small talk" level rather than
becoming close friendships. If | were to study in Europe again, I'd definitely try to follow local news
carlier and just be more relaxed when chatting, so I could really dive into their culture.

I'was lucky enough to avoid being robbed or facing serious discrimination, but there was still a bit of
a culture shock. Coming from Taiwan, where people are incredibly warm, many Europeans felt quite
distant. Being ignored when Iclearly needed help made me feel pretty helpless and frustrated at times.
Eventually, Istopped expecting much from strangers and just focused on solving problems myself.

Before I left, [ promised myself not to waste a single moment or let fear hold me back. I tried to truly
experience every high and low, and in doing so, I became much more willing to face my true self. I've
become much more decisive and independent. [used to feel lost about the future and was honestly a
bit too lazyto leave my comfort zone. However,meeting so many impressive people and seeing different
ways of living gave me motivation and a clearer sense of purpose.

If youre considering an exchange, go to Prague.Compared to Western Europe, it’s safer, more
affordable, and incredibly convenient (They have trams running all night!). Looking back, [lost count of
how many times I felt grateful for choosing this path. From the most dreamlike landscapes to the
bittersweet encounters with people, the entire journey was unforgettable. [saw a different side of myself

and a much bigger world during these six months.




