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I participated in an exchange program at Nanyang Technological University(NTU) in Singapore. NTU is
one of the most well-known universities in Asia and is ranked 12" in the QS World University Ranking
in 2026. The university is located in the southwest in Singapore and has a beautiful campus with many
green buildings which is often listed as one of the most beautiful university in the world. NTU is
especially famous for its engineering and business programs.
During the exchange program, I took three courses, including two materials science lessons and one
Korean language course. The material courses were Electrochemical Corrosion and Analysis of
Materials. I found that NTU’s teaching style focused more on practical applications and self-learning.
Students held many activities during the whole semester and still get good grades in the final exam.
The course often consisted of lectures and tutorial sessions every week. Take Electrochemical Corrosion
for example, professor first introduced theoretical concepts during lecture hours, while tutorial sessions
focused on solving questions and discussing exercises. NTU also provided lecture recording on
NTULearn, allowing students to review course content after class. Exchange students are allowed to take
five courses in total if you want. The university provides various of lessons for student. You definitely
can choose courses which you are interested in.
I lived in the university dormitory during my exchange period. Since the campus is located far from
downtown Singapore, most of my daily activities were around the school area. NTU’s campus shuttle bus
is really convenient. Singapore is also a multicultural country with people from many different
background, including Chinese, Malay, Indian, and Indonesian communities. Therefore, I was able to
experience various cultures, foods, and architectural styles during my stay.
I expanded my international perspective and social network by interacting with classmates, friends and
roommate. Furthermore, I improved my cross-cultural communication and teamwork skills during
lessons. Needless to say, I also strengthened my English abilities by having Material courses and chatting
with international friends. Lastly, I felt that I developed greater independence and self-management
ability in four months. I tried to fixed everything by myself and become a mature adult.
When I first arrived in Singapore, I found that the biggest challenge is language. Singaporean English has
very strong accent which makes me felt hard to understand. Besides, they often speak pretty fast and add

many auxiliary words. Therefore, I had problem understanding people’s speaking and professor’s speech



during the first few weeks. However, by repeatedly watching lecture recordings and communicating with
locals, 1 gradually became more familiar with the accent. This exchange experience gave a different
university memory than others. I met more friends from allover the world and it also changes my
personality. I used to be shy when meeting new people, but during the exchange program, I became more
willing to communicate and make friends with different nationalities. I believe that this exchange
program not only broadened my horizons but also helped me grow personally and academically. I highly
recommend that everyone should try to exchange to other country, you definitely can get to know a brand

new you.



