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1. School Introduction

Waseda University, known as "Sodai," is a prestigious school with a long history. It
was founded in 1882 by Shigenobu Okuma, a key politician of the Meiji era. It is one
of Japan's top two private universities, alongside Keio University. The main campus is
in Shinjuku, near Takada-no-baba Station, making the commute very convenient.
While its QS world ranking is not the highest, it is highly respected in Japan. Japanese
companies love Waseda graduates, and the university ranks second in Japan for
graduate employability. Having a degree from Waseda is a huge advantage if you
want to work in Japan.

2. Course Introduction

Courses at Waseda are divided into two types: Semester-based and Quarter-based.
Semester courses last about 14 weeks, with each class being 100 minutes long (no
break). Quarter courses finish in just 7 weeks, but you attend two 100-minute classes
per week with a 15-minute break in between. Quarter courses can be stressful because
of the heavy workload and frequent homework, but the longer class time makes it
easier to talk to classmates.

Beyond these two systems, courses are also categorized by department. There are
courses within your own department, which offer the most flexibility, and courses
from other departments that often have more restrictions. Lastly, there are courses at
the CJL (Center for Japanese Language). I highly recommend taking at least one CJL
course because the teachers are very dedicated and the lessons are interesting.
Although these courses usually have a heavier workload and fewer credits, they are
very rewarding.

During my time at Waseda, I took five courses. My top recommendation is "Job
Hunting in Japanese: Research and Analysis 7-8." It is a CJL course that requires N1-
level Japanese. It is perfect for anyone considering a career in Japan, as it teaches the
specific language and information needed for the unique Japanese recruitment system.
Since it is a small class, you can easily interact with others and learn a lot.

3. Extracurricular Activities

I joined a student club called "Match Work." It is a volunteer club that supports
local shops around Waseda. We publish magazines to recommend local food and help
organize community events. Through the club, I learned how to work in a Japanese
team and made many Japanese friends. We even held events for local children. One
highlight was a bingo game with great prizes like Marshall speakers, Switch 2, and
Dyson hair dryers. Even as staff, we could join the lucky draw! I highly recommend
joining a club, even if you are only there for one semester.

4. How the Exchange Program Changed Me



(1) Improved Japanese: My Japanese improved significantly because I had to use it
for assignments and daily life. I also learned many "authentic" expressions used by
locals.
(2) Broadened Horizons: My classmates were from top companies and universities.
For example, a classmate who worked at BCG taught me how to use Al tools to
improve my efficiency.
(3) Changed Values: I used to wonder why Japanese people want stable jobs at one
company. Now I understand. In Japan, a stable job provides a good life—you can
afford a house, raise children, and travel. In Taipei, buying a house is much harder.
This made me realize that a stable job that allows more time for family is a great
choice.
(4) Adapting to Life in Japan: Living there for half a year helped me verify if I could
truly adapt to the culture. Most Japanese companies prefer candidates with experience
living in Japan to ensure they can fit in.
5. Conclusion

My exchange at Waseda was a very precious experience. The campus is beautiful,
with a mix of old Western-style buildings and modern architecture. I loved walking
under the yellow ginkgo trees in autumn and sitting on the grass at Okuma Garden.
This campus has raised many leaders in Japanese politics and culture, and I feel
honored to have been a part of it. I hope future exchange students enjoy their life at

Waseda as much as I did!



