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1. Introduction of the Institution

Emlyon business school, founded in 1872, is one of the world" s most prestigious business

schools, holding the prestigious "Triple Crown" accreditation (EQUIS, AACSB, and AMBA). Known

for its "Early Makers" pedagogy, the school encourages students to experiment and innovate. |

was fortunate to study at the brand-new Lyon campus in the 7th arrondissement (Gerland),

inaugurated in 2024. The campus is modern and vibrant, conveniently located just 30 minutes

away from the Saint Exupéry Airport via the Rhone Express, providing easy access for international

students.

2. Academic Learning and Course Highlights

During my semester, | completed 35 ECTS credits, focusing on Digital Marketing and

management strategy. My favorite and most beneficial course was "Search Engine Marketing

and Analytics." The professor, a seasoned industry professional, provided a highly practical




curriculum. We didn't just study theories; we built our own websites using WordPress from

scratch. | learned how to use professional tools such as GA4 and Semrush to analyze consumer

behavior, including bounce rates and click-through rates (CTR). Understanding the strategic

differences between SEO and SEA was a game-changer for me. This hands-on experience bridged

the gap between my English Literature background and the practical business world.

3. Extracurricular Learning and Life Abroad

Life as an exchange student is as much about travel as it is about study. | managed all aspects of

my trips, from comparing flight prices to coordinating complex transportation schedules. Beyond

the sightseeing, these experiences taught me how to manage my time and finances

independently. Living in France allowed me to slow down and appreciate the local "art de vivre"

(art of living), fostering a sense of resilience and adaptability in a foreign environment.

4. Challenges and Problem-Solving

One of the most challenging moments occurred in Barcelona when our rental car was broken

into. A friend’" s bag was stolen, and we were faced with a language barrier and a sense of

vulnerability. | took the lead in handling the crisis by accompanying my friend to the police

station, documenting the incident for insurance, and most importantly, providing emotional

support to the group. This incident taught me that staying calm and rational is the key to




overcoming unexpected hardships. It transformed a negative experience into a lesson in crisis

management and leadership.

5. Specific Benefits and Personal Growth

® Cross-Cultural Collaboration: Through group projects, | worked with students from

diverse backgrounds. We realized that despite our different nationalities, we shared

similar anxieties about the future, which fostered a deep sense of empathy.

@ Global Vision: | made it a point to learn basic greetings in the local language of every

country | visited. This simple gesture of respect opened doors and hearts, proving that

language is the most powerful tool for breaking down international borders.

@ Self-Discovery: The greatest change | experienced was a shift in my mindset. | learned

not to limit myself or fear the unknown. | discovered that staying curious about the

world—even in small things—Ileads to unexpected opportunities and personal fulfillment.

6. Conclusion and Suggestions

This exchange journey was a profound process of self-discovery and academic enrichment. My

advice to future exchange students is to stay open-minded and flexible. Do not over-schedule

your trips, as the most beautiful moments often happen unexpectedly. Embrace the uncertainty,

take initiative in your learning, and you will find that the world is much bigger and more




welcoming than you ever imagined.




