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Gakushuin University is a university located in Toshima district, Tokyo. It is famous for being the
University for Japanese Royal Family. Its location is very convenient which is only one stop away from
Ikebukuro, one of the famous transfer stations.
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I took seven courses in Gakushuin University. One of them was the Japanese course. | took the Japanese
placement on the orientation day, and | was classified to the advanced Japanese class. Most of the exchange
students from American and European countries were classified to basic or intermediate Japanese course
because they were not familiar with kanji. Most of the exchange students from Asia whose countries were
belonged to the cultures of kanji characters were in the advanced Japanese course because writing and
reading were easier for us.

The international office of Gakushuin University assigned us an academic adviser who could discuss

which course was suitable for exchange students. My academic adviser was a British professor whose
specialty was applied linguistics. | took three of her courses which were mainly about language education
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and sociolinguistics.
Moreover, | took other courses which were instructed in Japanese. One of them was Japanese and English
linguistics. The instructor taught English linguistics and compared English with Japanese. The other one is
Irish literature which is a branch of English literature. I discussed James Joyce’s works in Japanese with
Japanese professor and classmates. | really had fun taking these courses.
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The British professor held a study retreat trip for one of the seminar classes. We went to one of facilities of
Gakushuin University, an old facility built in the Meiji period in Numazu beside the beach. As for the
part-time job, I did not want the job to affect my studies, so I chose to register as an employee of the
dispatch part-time job company. Dispatch part-time job can let the registered employee choose what time
and what time to do the part-time job. The company would introduce jobs via email and we employees could
report to the company the job we wanted to do. Because of the essence of the dispatch part-time job, I could
go to a lot of place in Tokyo, which was fun and interesting. Moreover, the basic salary in Tokyo was pretty
high. Even though the jobs were easy, the pay was pretty well. Besides these activities, | also went to
musical concerts, stage plays in Tokyo. There were a variety of art exhibition and performances in Tokyo,
which were worth exploring and enjoying.
264 R /A2  E Ry (3 i TE 7N A B
l. ¢pe14d ‘E’ivk"“"jxﬁ X
2o MpERALELDEBIR 8 FATRAEEAL AP
3.*E*#§iﬁlr%¢ﬂﬁﬁ4’4§?ﬂ?ﬂ LB R H aRRs
A BYLRAPFEWRF e EE - HLR - RERE Wi p N EFER
b, BA k2 it F F e FEEFI N AN R B 4

26-5 R BEiER
AR TR AR TP MY R R REE A R S ik A o 3 % Lk B L

AR LN LR E S o WA BT LA E- PR FAPLRENAS S EE S )y
BEFIILIEFT o AP PBHFEREE S oo RIPABMAE BRI BE KRB
g e NE CERPYHEI - TARREL KD AUHEF LI T R RE L R A
PRRFEFAFIERLEY o B RL P AT 7 iE T F‘i‘g (- j"’ ¥ A g%iﬁf&’; R gf‘
\@%‘Jﬂbﬁggij—‘-ﬁ-%°'§%”§” ;ﬁ‘ig\/ﬁ' fvmg’f&\f&mu——é"’g’Bpg’hﬁﬁ’a;"}ﬁ{'#ﬂ
ERA R A EF Y IR FT UL p ks AR Ay N2 2k 0 p ¥
AREACAFTEL NP R AT REBINRIEL NP v o FIZAG PFEEN A 2P0 -
BRRFP) 20 FRFT UM EF oRE L ET > FENUPFEE AP AT e TR A
TREFAFARD A E A SRR FER FAVE A nELH A S - Y
P £ %8 H o

The exchange to Gakushuin University in Japan really impressed me. The staffs from the international
office helped the exchange students a lot. | fully enjoyed and experienced both curriculum activities and
extra-curriculum. My suggestion for those who really want to study as an exchange students is that you had
better master Japanese to a certain level. Before | went to the exchange to Japan, | studied and passed the N1
level of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test. Furthermore, | am good at Japanese listening, which is
really helpful in daily lives in Japan. | could not only take the course instructed in English but also the
Japanese ones, which enriched my exchange learning experience in Japan.
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