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Study plan I set before I went to Mie University

I've always thought that being an exchange student is a good chance to broaden my horizon. International
learning also propels students towards understanding different cultural and community perspectives. Therefore, I
set up two objectives: “the practical application of major subjects” and “formal Japanese language education”.
(Below is what | wrote before | went to Japan)

I.  The practical application of major subjects

I hope to use my professional fieldwork skills trained by department of sociology to produce a profundity
observation focusing on local phenomenon and custom. For example, Mie prefecture has special culture and
landscape. Only after | experience in person can | promote the special to others.

Il. Formal Japanese language education

Although not majoring in Japanese, | contact with Japanese culture, society and language on my own.
However, | still desire to learn Japanese more systematically. Because Mie University will divide students
according to their Japanese ability and teach them in accordance with aptitude, | believe that it could lay a solid

foundation for me. I hope | can communicate with local students fluently through practical immersion.

What I’ ve learned from Mie University

I.  In-class activities

In the semester at Mie University, | took 5 Japanese classes, 2 English classes and sat in on 2 classes in total.
My Japanese reading and listening abilities have improved a lot than before. Some foreign students join school
clubs, and some practice with their tutors to learn Japanese. In my way, | took classes taught by English to have a
chance meeting Japanese classmates, and it helped a lot.
Il. Extra-curricular activities

Although I had classes from Monday to Friday, I still squeezed the time to travel Japan. Among the trips,
two of them impressed me. And both of them were held by CIER office. The first one was the one- day trip to Ise
Jingu and Pearl Island, and the second one was to Kumano Kodou. If CIER office didn’t hold the travel group to

these amazing places, | would not get the chance to here in this life. Thank to Mie University, | really had a great



time during these few months.
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