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Saint Mary’s University is located in Halifax, Canada. The university is well known for its Business
department, thus the percentage of students who are majoring in business is high. Furthermore, more than 1/4 of
the students here are international students, which makes the university a perfect place to cultivate global vision
and experience different cultures.

Halifax is a port city, yet it snows a lot during winter and spring. Since Saint Mary’s is located in Halifax, it
Is quite often that classes would be canceled due to snowstorm during winter. When | first arrived in Halifax, |
was not used to the harsh weather at all, and thus | tended to stay indoors whenever | could. I also remembered
clearly that during my academic meeting at the beginning of the semester, the very first thing the professor
talked about was the weather in Halifax. He told us that people who live here enjoy talking about the weather,
because there are always endless interesting stories they could share.

During my exchange period in Saint Mary’s, | registered three courses: Introduction to English Literature,
Japanese Aesthetics and Media in Everyday Lives. Originally, | tried to sign up for criminology related courses,
yet due to some reasons, | was not qualified for it. Luckily, a professor agreed to let me audit his course, and |
have gained much knowledge from it. The professors at Saint Mary’s are really attentive toward students. For
example, the professor from Introduction to English Literature asked us to set up one-by-one meetings with her
every month, and during those meetings she would give us advice and help us through our final project step by
step. As for Japanese Aesthetics, | have learnt the proper way to serve tea and wagashi to guests during Tea
Ceremony, not to mention the symbolization of those beautiful patterns on the tea bowls.

Besides studying, | have spent a lot of time participating in all kinds of activities. The student council held
many activities for international students to attend. For example, there was an event called Silver Skating, where
they took us ice-skating. It was an unforgettable night, because many of the students have never gone ice-skating
before. Thus, | remembered seeing people struggling hard to move on ice, which made the night full of laughter.
Furthermore, my friends and | hanged out very often. We usually gathered together every night after supper to
play cards or watch movies. On weekends, we would go to the waterfront to have picnic and enjoy the sun if the
weather was nice. On snowy weekends, we would go to a bar and have some drinks. The incredible and amazing
memories we had created together are unforgettable.

Being an exchange student at Saint Mary’s has broadened my horizon in many different ways. When
studying at Saint Mary’s, | noticed the significant difference of teaching styles between Canada and Taiwan.
Furthermore, not only did | experience the life style in Halifax in a thorough way, | fell deeply in love with this
slow paced city. Last but not least, by making friends from all over the world, I get to have a glimpse of many
fascinating cultures, and also see global issues from different perspectives. The whole journey is beyond
description.





