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I have been to Technical University of Darmstadt in Germany as an exchange student for one year. TU Darmstadt
is one of Germany™ s leading university. TU Darmstadt is located in Darmstadt, a science city in Hessen, and it is
close to Frankfurt am Main. TU Darmstadt is famous of its engineering and natural sciences. TU Darmstadt is one
of Germany s leading university.

[ have taken courses taught in English and German. Every courses for bachelor’ s degree in the department of
mechanical engineering are taught in German. There are a few courses taught in English for master’ s degree. At
TU Darmstadt, there will only be one exam at the end of the semester and it will be 100% of the total score of the
semester. There are only three chances to pass one subject, and you need to prepare well before you take the exam.
I will take the examples of two courses I have taken in the department of mechanical engineering. One 1s space
flight mechanics and the other one 18 mechanics of materials.

Space flight mechanics 1s taught in English. The teacher of space flight mechanics, Dr. Markus Landgraf, also
works at the European Space Agency (ESA). The course contents are the two-body problem, the orbital problem,
the Kepler problem, the rocket equation and staging, and relative motion. The course 1s targeted towards students
of the department of mechanical engineering. Basic mathematical and mechanics knowledge 18 required. The
teacher also upload some videos for the course to the Internet, because there are too many details that he don” ¢
have time to mention in the course. During the class, the teacher summarized every chapter and answered the
questions from students. He also shared and discussed some practical cases with students.

The other subject 1s mechanics of materials. It 1S a compulsory course for the bachelor of the department of
mechanical engineering and it 1s taught in German. I have finished the course while I was in Taiwan. I took the
course again to improve my German listening. The contents of the course are almost as same as the course in
Taiwan. There are stress, strain, bending, shear stress, torsion, and energy methods. However, the teacher’ s
German speaking was really fast. And I had to memorize the German vocabularies. The course was too hard for
me to understand.

There were a lot of parties held by students in the flats every weekend, I have made a lot of foreign friends by
enjoying the parties. Because Germany is located at the central of Europe, I also got chances to travel around in
Europe by bus or plane. I have improved my German and my cooking skill, and I also met a lot of people from
different countries to understand different cultures. I am also more confident after I stay in Germany for one year,
because they encourage everyone to show their own opinions and respect the opinions. It will be better to speak
German 1n Germany, because they may not understand English.

It 1s a really good opportunity and experience to study and live in Germany for one year. The days during the stay
in Germany will be part of the mo beautiful memory in my life forever.



