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26-b-1 Cross Culture Reflection

a. Intercultural Comparison

Before I visit Austria, I think here will be an elegant and strict country of music, but
1t turns out to be a colorful and amazing place that beyond my imagination. And the most
intriguing and meaningful parts indeed lies in the culture difference and rich humanity
aspects which I 1 have learned in these 5 months.

Nevertheless, although there is tremendous gorgeous new cul ture experience that I’ ve been
through, first, there are several culture differences attract my attention right after I
arrived in this lovely country.

After I land in the airport of Vienna, suffered from more 2 hours of commute time to Linz
by Obb, the first thing [ want to do is to find a restroom in Linz main train station. What
astonishes me is that people need to pay around 0.5-1-euro dollar if you want to use the
toilet in most public area which is never going to happen in Taiwan. Second, overall, the
shops here in Europe usually close at 6-7pm even the super markets. In east Asian countries,
such as Taiwan, a typical symbol is 24-hour convenience store and all the shops won’ t rest
before 10-11 pm. These is the most inconvenient difference that I spend lots of time to get
used to.

Furthermore, the other difference that impresses me is the attitude of service staffs in
public or government position. When I take my X-ray picture in the related medical institution
for my heal th check, the lady and nurse in the reception all put a long face with indifference,
which is far different in Taiwan you can always see people in reception are required to greet
and bow with a 100 percentage of smile. I got a bad experience when I cancel my automatic
charge from Sparkasse Bank for my dormitory fee which I not only write an email and go to
the reception office 2 weeks earlier to cancel this service, but didn’ t access it



successfully even the staff already replies me so. And what’ s worst, because the bank already
charge my account but fails to make it, so the staff in dorm office requires me to pay extra
8 euro for the punishment which is not my fault.

On the other hand, the diverse appearance of European culture also brings extreme warm and
joyful experience. The bustling Christmas Market everywhere reminds me the condition of Asian
everyday-opened night market. The Bavaria traditional holidays such as” Oktoberfest” or
“Red Day” makes me fully feel the passion and hospitality of people here. In addition,
[ got a chance to have a glance on the party culture that exists in Western Culture in
“Mensafest” or the A-1 club in down town of Linz, which I can barely see in Taiwan for
such a popular “Life of Night” .

b. Experiences in European countries

In my exchange period, | also make several arrangements to travel around European countries
for a variety of culture experience. I' ve already been to Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary,
and will spend my new year vacation in Sweden, Estonia, Latvia. Undoubtedly, Taiwanese
culture has an evident difference from Europe, however, if you take a closer look, it is
also not difficult to find some interesting difference between different EU countries.
In Prague, [ got a special opportunity tovisit historical Charles Bridge, Astronomical clock,
and the great castle. Except from the site seeing spot, I go to the local restaurant and
taste traditional rabbit meat and grill duck. In the capital of Czech, I find the language
1s quite different between German and Hungarian, the tone and pronunciation are independent
developed. This Bohemia city talks about the stories of Habsburg and exists as a linkage
between surrounding countries.

In Germany, which share the same language as Austria, [ still can find some major difference
between these two countries. German request more principles and rules than Austria, for
instance, the punctuality, discipline. Austrian knows more approaches to enjoy life than
German do. I also went to Zugspitze which is the highest mountain in Germany and share the
same board with Austria.

In Hungary, I see many linkage and difference from Austria as well. The Hungarian beef stew
1s very common in Austria while schnitzel is also very common in Austria. In the time I stay
in the Budapest, there is a small goal for me to go to the Széchenyi thermal bath to compare
the Asian hot spring with it. Surprisingly, the spa in Budapest is not as hot as in Taiwan,
but the scale and phenomenon around the bath is what Asian spa cannot reach.

The countries I select for travel so far is all neighbor countries to Austria, the point
1s also to find out the similarities and difference among these four countries.



26-5-2 Local & Deep interaction in Austria

a. Let a Local Adopt You

During every Friday and Thursday of my leisure time, I will go to the Indoor Basketball of
Lisa Senior High School near JKU. There, I am very glad to meet several Austrian Basketball
fans which just like me. Andreas Atti is the one who is my friend and my new Austrian mentor
in the same time. He tells me that the basketball court will be opened every Friday night
for non-School Team members, and since then I start to participate their training every
Friday.

Andreas Atti study chemistry as a bachelor degree student in JKU, and beside the academic
duty, he spares no effort on the basketball skills training. Although in the real age, 1
am few years older than him as a master student, but he seems to have an attractive
personality.

Inside the basketball court, Andreas’ s a reliable Center player to help our team play a
good defense. He is a tall and tough guy that teach me and my Friend Johnny to keep eye on
the right position while we possess the ball. When He pays a full attention in the basketball
court, he’ s usually silent but act smartly as a leader and fight for the team play.
When it comes to outside basketball court, Andreas becomes very talkative and easy going,
he is also our friend that inspire us to learn new things and exchange our different cul ture.
He mot only drives us to the countryside of Linz through small foggy forest and watch the
stars while there is no Light pollution but also invite me to join the laser tag gun fight
game that I' ve never done in Taiwan before. The most unforgettable experience will be he
takes us to the “Heurigen” which is a special kind of restaurant in Austria that serves
only cold dinner. There we have some traditional Austrian food with cold bacon, bread,
gluemost (A hot apple alcohol drink). What surprised me is the small bowl of pig fat. Although
1t looks not real tasty, but it works perfectly when spreading on the bread.

b. Adopt a Local

To have a more comprehensive explore in Austria, [ alsovisit several place and leave colorful
memory on each spot, such as Vienna, Kaprun, Hallstatt, Postlingberg, and so on. Linz is
the third biggest city in Austria, but in my mind, it is the best city that I’ ve been to.
In Vienna, I visit “Wiener Staatsoper” to join an instruction tour for a better
understanding of the history of the art and music city. When the tour guide takes me to the
back stage of the theater, I feel overwhelmed by the equipment and Pops that prepared in
advance. In that moment, I can imagine why this venue can be such successful. The other place
serve my attention is “Schonbrunn” palace. The “Great Lobby ” inside the palace is
tremendous fabulous and fancy. Given the completed description of the queen Teresa and the



family history, I can have a further understanding of this world heritage. Last but not the
least, one standing out culture in European culture will be the culture of the coffee. I
got the chance to go to “Café Central” to give myself a real experience of Austrian coffee
culture. The luxury decoration inside let me recognize it’ s the place that the famous
Austrian Writer Peter Altenberg says “Wenn der Altenberg nicht im Kaffeehaus ist, ist er
am Weg dorthin. ” to prove his passion to this coffee shop.

In Hallstatt, the peaceful scenery is the prof of my first impression of this country, the
beautiful lake is surrounding by small town as if trying to convey a graceful melody. Besides,
the “Salzwelten” tour gives me a shocking lesson that how the ancient people acquire and
live harmony with the salts crystallization.

In Kaprun, I almost experience my scary experience in my entire life. Right after I finish
my first day ski lesson, I am taken to the top of 3000m hill with a steep slope. Keep falling
and falling, I am very ashamed of myself as an human obstacles for the other skier who keeps
passing by and dodge me on the ground. But I am not a person who will be easily admit of
losing condition. After more than 20 times of tumbling, finally I can control the direction
and prove to Austrian that I can also be qualified of this national sports.

The other interesting traditional culture icon “Krampus” which serve as a follower of St.
Nicholas and beat naughty children around Christmas time. In Taiwan, we have a similar god
followers that punish bad people around Chinese New Year. It s quite interesting to see
different custom in different countries and understand the origin of the background of the
story.

c. Cultural Shock or Culture Shaping

Until now, I" ve been through many different culture difference in European. However, I think
the difference can be called as difference are because there is always a reason behind.
Somebody might fail to overcome the culture shock and decide to cruse the culture. In my
opinion, I think it is people that create the culture, not culture create people. Hence,
when you are facing a new culture, the first thing is to understanding rather than comparing
which is superior which is lower. Culture can help you know better of certain groups,
ethnicity.

[ have joined different “Stammtisch “over different country, sharing food from my country
and taste food from other country, telling about the stories of my country and listen to
other people’ s story. Interaction and mutual sharing are the real essence under the culture

1SSsue.
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