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The University of Fukui is located in Fukui Prefecture. The University is
consists of Bunkyo, Matsuoka and Tsuruga Campus. | studied at Bunkyo Campus. It
isn’t a very large campus at all if you compare it to NSYSU. However, the facilities are
very sufficient on the campus. There are a library, student cafeteria, gym and place
for foreign students and Japanese students to hang out and relax. The campus is also
very clean and pretty. When the spring semester begins, cherry blossoms are all over
the campus. All in all, it was a very nice place to study there.

During my study at the University of Fukui, | took 13 courses, including 7
Japanese courses. The Japanese courses were divided into 5 levels, 1 being the
easiest and 5 being the most advanced. During the spring semester, | was in level 2.
The classes are delivered fully in Japanese. The teacher often asks us to practice
speaking Japanese with her and other classmates. Because of the great amount of
practicing during classes, and plus the fact that | wanted to get good at Japanese fast,
which drives me to practice my Japanese speaking with my Japanese friend on daily
bases, after one month since my arrival in Japan, my Japanese improved enormously.
| changed from being only able to self-introduce with Japanese, to be able to use
Japanese when chatting. | also took some courses regarding my own department,
which is Computer Science. Because of my Japanese no being good enough, | was
only able to take courses delivered in English, these courses were often for the
graduate student, which resulted in not a lot of students.

When not going to the classes, | often spent time at Global Hub, which is a place
for Japanese students and foreign students to chat and relax. Global Hub is opened

every weekday. It is a good place to practice English or Japanese with people over



there. The reason why my Japanese skill improved so rapidly was | spent a lot of time
speaking Japanese at Global Hub. | made a lot of friends there. We often play games,
talked about how things are going at school in Japanese, etc. People there were very
nice to me. | wasn’t laughed at because of my poor Japanese, which made me more
confident in speaking it. | believe that practicing a language with friends is as
important as taking classes or studying the textbook. I learned a lot of things that the
teacher didn’t teach in classes by chatting with other Japanese students. Another
interesting fact is that my ability to cook improved a lot. Eating outside in Japan isn’t
very cheap. Because of that, | often cook by myself. It was a lot cheaper and
healthier, too.
After a year of being an exchange student, |
1. Improved a lot in Japanese. | was able to change from not able to speak it to
passing the JLPT N3.
2. |grew a better understanding of Japanese culture. In the future, | would take
studying or getting a job in Japan as consider.
3. lgrew a better understanding of living aboard.
| gain some knowledge regarding Computer Science.

5. I'made a lot of friends from all over the world.

Becoming an exchange student was definitely a correct decision, in my opinion.
Studying aboard in college made me more independent, and learned that how
people from other countries think.

My advice for people who wants to study aboard is to practice your language

skills. And when you get the chance to go, chat with people from other countries.
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My friends and | took this picture at global hub.
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A photo of members from the fall semester Japanese course.



