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e Type your Statement of Purpose and Personal
Statement directly into the application form
or create them in your preferred word
processor and upload them from your
computer.




SOP

e The Academic Statement of Purpose
should be a concise, well-written
statement about your academic and
research background, your career
goals, and how Michigan's graduate
program will help you meet your
career, and educational objectives.




Formatting

Include at the top of each document:

eThe type of document (Academic Statement of
Purpose, Personal Statement, or Curriculum Vitae or
Resume)

eYOUr name
eThe name of the graduate program
eYour 8 digit U-M ID (if known)

eMake sure margins are at least one-inch so nothing is
cropped when you upload the documents to the
application.




Personal Statement

e How have your background and life
experiences, including cultural,
geographical, financial, educational, or
other opportunities or challenges,
motivated your decision to pursue a
graduate degree at the University of
Michigan?




Personal Statement

 For example, if you grew up in a community
where educational, cultural, or other
opportunities were either especially plentiful
or especially lacking, or are undocumented
or DACAmented, you might discuss the
impact this had on your development and
interests. This should be a discussion of the

journey that has led to your decision to seek
a graduate degree.




Personal Statement

e If you will be a graduate student with
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival (DACA),
It Is Important to mention DACA in your
personal statement since this is a
consideration for some financial aid.

* The personal statement has a 500 word limit
and should be different from your Academic
Statement of Purpose.







gzufls NYU graduate program

* Please develop an essay of no shorter
than 500 words (typed, double-spaced)
that discusses your professional goals and
addresses each of the following questions:
Why is this Graduate program right for
yvou, both academically and professionally?
What might you contribute to the
program, both as a student and
afterwards?




Writing the Statement of
Purpose

-UC Berkeley

Part 1: Introduce yourself, your
interests and motivations

Tell them what you’ re interested
in, and perhaps, what sparked
your desire for graduate study.
This should be short and to the
point; don’ tspend a great deal of
time on autobiography.




Writing the Statement ot
Purpose

Part 2: Summarize your undergraduate
and previous graduate career

a) Research you conducted. Indicate
with whom, the title of the project,
what your responsibilities were, and
the outcome. Write technically, or in
the style of your discipline. Professors
are the people who read these
statements.




Writing the Statement or
Purpose

b) Important paper or thesis project
you completed, as well as anything
scholarly beyond your curricular
requirements.

c) Work experience, especially if you
had any kind of responsibility for
testing, designing, researching or
interning in an area similar to what
you wish to study in graduate school.




Writing the Statement of
Purpose

Part 3: Discuss the relevance of your
recent and current activities

If you graduated and worked prior to
returning to grad school, indicate
what you’ ve been doing: company
or non-profit, your work/design
team, responsibilities, what you
learned. You can also indicate here
how this helped you focus your

Education



Writing the Statement of
Purpose

Part 4: Elaborate on your academic
interests

Here you indicate what you would
like to study in graduate school in
enough detail to convince the faculty
that you understand the scope of
research in their discipline, and are
engaged with current research
themes.




Writing the Statement of
Purpose

a) Indicate the area of your Interests. ldeally,
pose a question, define a problem, or Indicate
a theme that you would like to address, and

guestions that arise from contemporary
research. This should be an ample paragraph!




Writing the Statement of
Purpose

b) Look on the web for information about
departments you’re interested in, including
professors and their research. Are there
professors whose research interests parallel
yours? If so, Iindicate this. Check the specific
program; many may require you to name a
professor or professors with whom you might
work.




Writing the Statement of
Purpose

c) End your statement In a positive manner,
Indicating your excitement and readiness for
the challenges ahead of you.




Tips for Writing a SOP

1. What the admissions committee will read
between the lines: self-motivation, competence,
potential as a graduate student.

2. Emphasize everything from a positive
perspective and write In an active, not a
passive Volce.




Tips for Writing a SOP

3. Demonstrate everything by example; don’t say
directly that you’re a persistent person, show It.

4. If there 1s something important that happened to
you that affected your grades, such as poverty,
1lIness, or excessive work, state 1t. Write It
affirmatively, showing your perseverance despite
obstacles. You can elaborate more in your
personal statement.




Tips for Writing a SOP

5. Make sure everything Is linked with continuity
and focus.

6. Unless the specific program says otherwise, be
concise; an Ideal essay should say everything It
needs to with brevity. Approximately 500 to 1000
well-selected words (1-2 single space pages in 12
point font) Is better than more words with less
clarity and poor organization.




What does this statement

need to accomplish?
-UC Berkeley

Personal statement should give
concrete evidence of your
promise as a member of the
academic community, giving
the committee an image of you

as a person.




This Is also where you represent your
potential to bring to your academic
career a critical perspective rooted In a
non-traditional educational background,
or your understanding of the
experiences of groups historically
under-represented In higher education
and your commitment to increase
participation by a diverse population Iin
higher education.




What Kinds ot content
belongs here?

Anything that can give reviewers a
sense of you as a person belongs here;
you can repeat information about your
experiences In your research statement,
but any experiences that show your
promise, Initiative, and abillity to
persevere despite obstacles belongs
here.




This Is also a good place to display
your communication skills and
discuss your ability to maximize
effective collaboration with a diverse
cross-section of the academic
community. If you have faced any
obstacles or barriers In your
education, sharing those
experiences serves both for the




If one part of your academic record
IS not 1deal, due to challenges you
faced In that particular area, this IS
where you can explain that, and
direct reviewers’ attention to the
evidence of your promise for higher
education.
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https://apply.]hu.edu/application-

process/essays-that-worked/



https://apply.jhu.edu/application-process/essays-that-worked/
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MBA essay# fLAE P :

« Why MBA?

 \Why our school?

 Why now?

 What Is your long tern career
goal?

 What is your short term career
goal?
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