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Time flies. Tracing back to six months ago, I was hurried to pack all of my luggage and felt a little bit nervous to
start my new life in Germany. After arriving the University of Mannheim, I was not accustomed to the culture,
language and weather 1nitially which made me miss home so much. And thanks to the buddy who assist me a lot to
deal with administration procedure and introduce the environment of school to me at the beginning, I gradually adapted
to my life in Mannheim.

During the six months, I enrolled two courses which are German language (Al.1.) and German financial market
separately. For the language course, teacher Mario instructed the basic German such as number, color, and introduction
yourself which was urgently needed in our daily lives. Although the whole course was instructed by German and
usually confused me to understand the meaning, I still previewed and reviewed for the course and felt prominently
improvement after one semester. For the course of German financial market, teacher emphasized the technical analysis
in German stock market. He divided students in four groups and gave each group 100,000 virtual euro to investment in
German market virtually. At the end of semester, he would report the whole revenue and deficit in each group.
Although my group did not win eventually, I did learn a lot of precious investing experience in each decision with my
partners.

As many Asian students who were shy to express their thoughts, I refused to express my ideas during the class and
shocked that the other students were voluntarily to say their words. Moreover, the professors would also remain part of
time and encourage their students asking questions. For students, they also needed to spend plenty of time previewing
and reviewing the textbook in order to join the discussion in each class. Changing my attitude on learning, I found that
1t was efficient and effective to express my perspective or questions in the class rather than keep in back to home and
surf the internet myself. Therefore, I encourage the other students in Sun Yet-Sen University to exchange to other
countries 1n the world to experience different school life and learning attitude.

For my suggestion to the other students who are preparing to exchange to Mannheim University, 1t 1s essential to



know the cultural difference before you come to Germany. And the other suggestion is to learn the basic German to
Al.1. before arriving Mannheim. For instance, the administrators, professors and students in the university can speak
very fluent English. But the English ability for other citizens in Mannheim is not as good as imagined. Some of the
German will even refuse to speak English even they know how to say it. Consequently, the student can prevent
suffering obstacles such as in supermarket or train station, and can get used to the new life in a short time if they have
the basic language ability.

Last but not least, I truly thank to National Sun Yet-Sen University and Mannheim University to offer me the
opportunity to be an exchange student. Because I have never left my family for such a long time, I became more
independent to overcome the difficulties in the foreign country. In my leisure time, I traveled to several countries in
Europe to broaden my horizon. During my trip, I suffered many assistance from European and I swore to offer support

to the foreigners who got lost in Taiwan. I sincerely hope that Taiwan will keep being a friendly visiting country in the

perspective of foreigners in the future.
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