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I spent two semesters in Bergen, Norway, which 1s one of the most peaceful periods in my student life. Starting
from 14 August last year, my journey of exchange student in Norway kicked off. My first impression to Norway 1s
the spectacular scenery that I saw from the airplane when I was about to land in Bergen Flesland Airport. The city
18 quite small but lovely like a village as I have lived in Kaohsiung for more than two decades that shaped my
recognition of  “city” , even though it is the second largest city in Norway. It is said that Bergen is a city with
lots of rain throughout years, and that 1s true. Fortunately, my first week in Bergen was quite lucky since only few
rains at nights. Therefore I got some time to lazily walk around the downtown and try to be familiar with the
public transportation and the location and the price level in supermarkets.

The school I exchanged to 1s usually called as NHH (Norwegian: Norges Handelshayskole; English: Norwegian
School of Economics and Business Administration), it is one of the most prestigious business school in
Scandinavia and also Europe, also the member of CEMS and Eramus. I totally agree that it is indeed an
internationalised school. The facilities in NHH are very sufficient even though the only two buildings together are
of difficulty to be recognised as a school at the very beginning of my arrival. The little park behind the school was
where I visited the most rather than the place inside the school buildings. I could enjoy watching the panorama of
the sea from there which made me feel refreshed. The library (biblioteket) was the place I strongly hesitated to go
because of the loud noise inside which made me feel uncomfortable to study. Unlike China and Taiwan, the price
of meal in the school s restaurant was quite expensive, it is not subsidised by public sector at all. Most
importantly, the food was mostly cold, which made Asian people feel not that easy to engage with.

At the very beginning of the exchange, all the non-EU fellows must go to Fana Police Station to register for
residence permit (opphaldslayve). The efficiency of Norwegian government 18 very inefficient, complicated and
inconsistent. Some of my friends including me totally spent more than one month in order to acquire the residence
permit, during this period, we spent most an hour to go to the police station from our place to ask for the possible
date of receiving. Sadly, different people received different answer. The answer we got was either the cards were
already issued and have sent to our school or the card hasn” t been issued and would soon send to our dormitory
mailbox. I finally got my residence permit card two months after my arrival in Bergen.

My life in Bergen is mostly occupied by studying since I took many courses unlike most of other exchange
students. I also travelled to other countries such as Hungary, Denmark and Latvia. Even though taking four courses
seem to be pretty few, but that is based on the view of Asian. In Europe, professors are used to deliver some basic



background knowledges to students and encourage students to explore profoundly by themselves. Thus, I
temporarily lost the direction of studying during the early time of exchange. You may find the course materials
and what professors deliver to us is quite easy but you may soon be submerged due to the overwhelming
assignments and group works. Hence, I suggest the future exchange students to Europe to have a mind-set that
make sure to study before the classes and do not just study the materials that professors provide. Regarding
travelling, I did not travel a lot like my fellow exchange students, but I can still say that Bergen is indeed one of
the most inconvenient places in Europe to travel abroad unless you just want to travel domestically. The Bergen
Airport 18 very small and has only few direct flight destinations, which is quite similar to Kaohsiung Airport. If

your exchange 1s more like a travel-oriented exchange, I would like you to choose other big cities such as Oslo.
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