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My life as an exchange student was amazing. Portland State University(PSU) is a beautiful school, and so 1s
Portland City. PSU located 1n downtown Portland, Oregon. Compare to LA, San Francisco, or New York, Portland 1s a
much smaller but more convenient city. The public transportation is efficient, and the city is orderly designed. I can
reach to everywhere I want to go simply by walking or taking the MAX light rail. On the weekend, there are plenty of
cinemas and a stadium for Portland Trail Blazer, Portland” s NBA team, so there’ s no need to worry about getting
bored. If I want to explore more natural scenery, I can go to the Oregon Zoo, to watch a beautiful waterfall, to go
mountain hiking within just an hour MAX ride, or I can just walk to the riverside walk along the river, enjoy the
beautiful scene and nice weather. In addition, the food carts selling food from different countries are all around
Portland. I can have food from the Middle East for lunch and the have Mexican food for dinner.

The school live 1s also very convenient there. The campus 1s merged into the city, so it 18 easier to walk around
and relax or take a rest in a café between classes. The dormitories and the school buildings are close to each other,
unlike in NSYSU I always needed a scooter or a bus ride to get to my classes. Also, 1t 18 easier to change major here
than in Taiwan, and there’ s less limit for most of the courses, which means it is easier to take the courses I’ m
interested in. In addition, the courses are so diverse there, and thus I had chances to try the courses which we don’ t
have in NSYSU, such as Film Analysis and Fairy Tales: Russian Folklore. The teaching style of the professors is also
new to me. In Taiwan, most professors like to use tests to exam students’  grades. But in PSU, they like to give out
homework and projects, or more in-class activities to make sure the students are really studying for the class, not just
preparing for the tests. To me, the American style is a better way to make students really absorb the knowledge, and
also a more interesting way to attract students’  attention. According to my experience, professors in America care
more about whether the students can utilize what they’ ve learned, while Taiwanese professors tend to care about how
much they” ve taught.

What I ve learned during my exchange life is not just academic knowledge, it also strengthen my social skills.
In those days, I made friends with people from different countries. The first one is my roommate, who is a Muslim
from Uman, he has a totally different life style with me, but we still get alone well. Then, I made friends with people
from Ecuador, Japan, South Korea, German, Spanish, China and other countries. Before I go there, I'  ve never thought
that I could make so many friends. It is the environment that forced me to become a more social person, and I’ m
thankful for that. Before I left, most of my friends thank me for bringing all of us together.

On top of that, this exchange program makes me more independent as well. I have no family or friends or any
other relatives there in the beginning, and I ve never been to America before, so [ have to do everything, handle every
problem on my own. From housework to money management, I" ve learned how to live properly by myself. I can
even enjoy travel alone, which I couldn” t imagine before going there.

To conclude, this exchange experience 1s beyond compare. It not only helped me get better on my academic field,
but also made me more independent, and even gave me tons of foreign friends. To me, those days in PSU are definitely
going to be one of my most precious memories in my whole life.



